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manent staffis by no means comparable with that of a county council.
One of the councils in our Area employs a clerk, a surveyor with two
assistants, and a rating officer with one assistant. This is probably
about the minimum. Other councils have, in addition, a financial
officer, a housing manager, and a rent collector. A medical officer is
shared between two or more councils. The head-quarters staff of one
of the rural district councils is given as "three clerks and one typist*.
(3). The municipal boroughs. A local authority which is very different
in type from the rural district council, but which has much the same
powers and duties, is the small municipal borough council. It has
all the sanitary powers of the rural district council with, in addition,
certain other powers which are made necessary by a concentrated
population, such as the regulation of markets and slaughter-houses,
the provision of lighting, of a fire brigade, of baths, and of wash-
houses. It may also provide a municipal library and a museum. It
has the duty of laying down new streets and of maintaining all un-
classified roads within the borough. It may make by-laws for the
good rule and government of the borough and run trading under-
takings.
In the Survey Area, Abingdon and Woodstock are both small
municipal boroughs. Both boroughs were of greater importance in
the past than they are to-day, but we are not concerned with matters of
historical interest and must therefore content ourselves with a brief
glance at them. Both borough councils exercise some of the optional
powers available to them; for example, they both have entered into
contracts for street lighting, both provide libraries, and in both
cases the control of the market is vested in the corporation, although
of kte years the market held at Woodstock has lapsed. On the
other hand, neither council provides a slaughter-house or a fire
brigade, or baths and wash-houses. Abingdon, however, has its own
borough waterworks and a complete drainage system, and is respon-
sible for a museum. Woodstock is supplied with water by Oxford
Qty, but has no main drainage, although a scheme to provide this
is on foot. Both boroughs were too small in 1901 to qualify to act
as local education authorities for elementary education. Abingdoa
has a borough police court while Woodstock has not.1 Like most
ancient towns, and unlike the rural district councils, both borough
councils hold considerable corporate property and have a number
of municipal charities to administer.
(4). The county and comfy borough councils. We may now pass from
the small fry of local government to their big brothers, the county
1 See p. 243 below.